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Association News 
 

2023 reunion 
 

Plans are progressing for the Hassall 
Family reunion to be held in Camden, 
Middleton Grange, and Parramatta, 
5th -7th May 2023. In this newsletter we 
provide an update from the working 
group and announce the registration 
prices and more program details.  

On Wednesday 19th October the planning team (Graham Hassall, John Brooks, Alison Shaw, 
Rowland Hassall, and Melissa Blanks) held four meetings in Parramatta. We commenced with a visit 
to Old Government House (photo above), where Museum Officer/Duty Manager Kierra Dobbin 
answered our questions about this historic site which, we presume, Rowland Hassall visited regularly 
when working for governors King and Macquarie.  

We then met Judith Dunn OAM (photo at left), a tour 
guide and historian, who is assisting with our 
“historical tour” of St John’s Cemetery on Sunday May 
7th. At 12.30pm we had lunch Rev. David Ould at St 
John’s Cathedral, to discuss the service to be held on 7th 

May 2023.  
The afternoon was taken up with two 

meetings, the first with officers at Parramatta City 
Council - Jessica Wheat (Civic Events), Julie 
Lockhart (Senior Civic Liaison for Lord Mayor), 
Bronwyn Pullen (Executive Officer to Lord 
Mayor), Janelle Blucher (Parramatta Heritage and 
Visitor Information Centre), Christine Glasson (PHIVE - Community Hub), Rebecca Vickers 
(Trainee). Parramatta Mayor Counsellor Donna Davis will welcome our Association to Parramatta at 
an event on the afternoon/evening of Friday 5th May, with final details still to be worked out.  

The afternoon’s second 
meeting was with officers Ken 
Smith and Jeff Allen of the 
Parramatta Historical Society, 
based at the historic Hambledon 
Cottage (photo left). The 
Association has given us useful 
advice on how to promote our 
Reunion within the city of 
Parramatta. 
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A second busy planning day followed on 
Thursday 20th October, with meetings in 
Middleton Grange, Cobbitty, and 
Camden.  

The first was with Ross Whelan, 
Carmen Pasapera, and Trudie Wilson, at 
Thomas Hassall Anglican College, 
Middleton Grange, where the Reunion’s 
Saturday (May 6th) program is to take 
place. In addition to plenary sessions and breakout sessions throughout the day, there will be activities 
for children and youth, group photographs, and a dinner. 

After touring the College’s latest 
expansion projects, we visited Denbigh, 
the historic residence of Thomas and Ann 
Hassall. Now owned by Ian and Susie 
McIntosh, Denbigh is simultaneously a 
cattle farm, an historic homestead, and a 
hub for local artisans. Ian and Susie have 
graciously agreed to open Denbigh as part 
of the Reunion’s optional program, from 
10 am to 11.30am on Friday May 6th.  

 

From Denbigh we travelled along Cobbity 
Road, past St Paul’s Anglican Church and 
cemetery, and nearby Hassall Cottage at Camden 
Airport, to meet John and Julie Wrigley, and Ian 
Willis at the Camden Historical Society, in their 
room at the Camden Museum (photo to left and 
photo of Ian Willis Below).  Dr Willis’ online site 
Camden History Notes includes multiple 
references to Hassall family members:   
https://camdenhistorynotes.com/category/camden-
historical-society/  

The Camden Museum is also home 
to the Camden Area Family 
History Society.  

The day ended with a visit 
to local historian John Burge, to 
purchase copies of his latest books 
A Glimpse of Cobbitty (volumes 1 
& 2).  John is also an authority on 
St. Paul’s Anglican Church and 
Cemetery at Cobbitty, where a 
number of family members are 
buried. 

https://camdenhistorynotes.com/category/camden-historical-society/
https://camdenhistorynotes.com/category/camden-historical-society/
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2023 Preliminary Programme 
 

 
The legacy of the early Hassalls: 225 years on 

Build your History - Know your Hassalls 
5-8 May 2023 

Preliminary program 
 
 Friday 5th  

 
Optional tour 
Camden / 
Cobbitty / 
Denbigh  
 

Saturday 6th  
 
Thomas Hassall 
School, Middleton 
Grange 

Sunday 7th 

 
Parramatta 

Monday 8th 

 
Optional 
tour 
O’Connell/ 
Bathurst  

Monday 8th  
 
Optional tour 
Windsor  
 

AM morning tea 
at Denbigh 
(Homestead 
of Thomas 
and Anne 
Hassall)  

Welcome ceremony 
Plenary: Guest 
Speaker Dr Anna 
Johnston 
 
Lunch 

History walk or 
drove, retracing 
Rowland and 
Elizabeth’s life in 
Parramatta. and 
St John’s 
Cemetery  

Tour to 
O’Connell / 
Bathurst 

St Mathews 
Windsor 
(Jonathan and 
Mary’s gravesite) 
and Rouse Hill 
Farm (Mary’s 
father Richard 
Rouse). 

PM 
 
 

Tour to 
Hassall- 
family-
related sites 
in / Camden / 
Cobbitty / 
Narellan 

Choice of Breakout 
sessions (family 
line/projects/youth 
sports) 
Afternoon tea 
Breakouts repeated 
Conference Photos 

St John’s 
Cathedral Service 

Tour to 
O’Connell/ 
Bathurst 

 

Night Mayoral 
Reception at 
Old 
Government 
House (TBC) 

Reunion Dinner: 
Guest speaker Dr 
Tanya Evans 
Musical 
presentations 
 

   

 
 
Registration 
 

The Committee has set the following registration fees. We have tried our best to keep fees low whilst 
at the same time covering anticipated costs. You can register through an online process or through 
direct bank transfer and will be notified about these options as soon as they become available.  

children  
(ages 4-10) 

youth  
(ages 11-18) 

Adult 
concession  

Adult – full 
registration up 
to March 31st  

Adult – full 
registration – 
from April 1st 

Conference 
Dinner (May 6th) 

$20 $30 $60 $75 $85 $40 (to age 18) 
$80 (adult) 
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Welcome to new members 
New Life Members 
Congratulations to our newest life members: Jonathan Guy Hassall, of Holbrook, NSW; Graham 
Hassall of Gold Coast, Qld; and Gavin Hassall. 

Membership renewal 
Renewals of Hassall Family History Association Membership are due by 1st July each year. Members 
receive three newsletters per year, including news of Association activities and projects. The cost of 
membership helps to defray administrative expenses and assist with the costs of our 2023 reunion.  

Volunteering opportunities   
Members can volunteer to assist with any of the Association’s projects. We would particularly 
welcome offers to help set up a simple website. We welcome additional help with developing our 
genealogical tables and with transcription of the Hassall Family Papers held by the State Library of 
New South Wales.  

Family line meetings 
In August and September, the Association convened online sessions to bring together descendants of 
Rowland and Elizabeth Hassall's eight children. These sessions can be viewed online 

1.  Thomas Hassall and Anne Marsden https://youtu.be/QRWTp2QWZ6s  
2.  Samuel Otoo Hassall and Lucy Mileham  https://youtu.be/_buiooAqJkY   
3.  Jonathan Hassall and Mary Rouse pt I https://youtu.be/yItb4kp3m0Q 
4.  Jonathan Hassall and Mary Rouse pt II https://youtu.be/0WHW5S-WgrQ  
5.   Mary Cover Hassall and Walter Lawry https://youtu.be/6mrMAk5Kx38   
6.  James Hassall and Catherine Payne Lloyd https://youtu.be/zMPMp9R82Wc   
7.  Eliza Cordelia Hassall and William Walker https://youtu.be/LSbzwnyeMdM 
8.   Susannah Hassall and William Shelley https://youtu.be/vxYjPHscOZY  
9. Ann Hassall & Robert Campbell https://youtu.be/3kwW6iICTw8  

 
 

Members’ News 
 
On 17th March 2022 the Sydney 
Morning Herald included an article that 
featured Samuel Hassall descendent Ian 
Litchfield.  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/QRWTp2QWZ6s
https://youtu.be/_buiooAqJkY
https://youtu.be/yItb4kp3m0Q
https://youtu.be/0WHW5S-WgrQ
https://youtu.be/6mrMAk5Kx38
https://youtu.be/zMPMp9R82Wc
https://youtu.be/LSbzwnyeMdM
https://youtu.be/vxYjPHscOZY
https://youtu.be/3kwW6iICTw8
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Articles 
 
Where are your Hassall ancestors? Identifying and Restoring Hassall Graves 
 
By John Brooks 
 
One of the enduring records of Hassall settlement can be 
found in the many grave markers of Hassall ancestors. 
Together they tell stories of the courageous spread of people 
who ventured into unknown territory and of their survival. 
But they also tell of tragedy; of lives cut short by accident 
and by medical conditions that today we treat successfully 
with the help of modern science.  
 All around the country are Hassall gravestones 
lovingly installed by family. But many are now showing the 
ravages of time and inattention as families move away and 
what were intended as lasting monuments begin to crumble 
and be forgotten, relocated or destroyed by development. 
However, some good examples of preservation exist. Also, 
information can be found in church records and in research 
carried by local historical Associations and Local 
Government.  
 A good example is in the grave of Rowland Hassall 
in Parramatta cemetery. Surrounded by massive development 
of this city, the cemetery is recognized as an important 
historical asset and maintained by local volunteers. Today Rowland’s grave has a modern plaque 
attached to it explaining its significance, but the headstone needs attention. A piece of the headstone 
has been dislodged and thanks to the local Historical Society the missing piece has been saved and is 
kept in St Johns Cathedral awaiting professional reattachment. (photo above) 
 

Finding Jonathan’s Tribe 
 
As the Association member responsible for 
Jonathan Hassall’s line, I have been fortunate in 
identifying his and wife, Mary’s grave in the 
extensive graveyard surrounding St Matthews 
church at Windsor. That area contains several 
substantial Hassall memorials that are in good 
condition and can be read clearly. The Church has 
a listing of all burial plots plus a plaque 

commemorating Jonathan’s seventh son Charles 
who drowned in the Cudgegong River. My wife, 
Beverley and I were able to locate the grave of 
Jonathan and Mary and take the photograph below.  
 Time and weather have not been kind to the 
sandstone lid that bears the inscription and the iron 
fence surrounding the grave is rusting but quite 
robust. However, I have great doubts that it will 
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survive another two centuries if something is not done to restore or preserve it. 
Jonathan’s third son Richard, my great grandfather, settled and lived out his life on a property 

“Morrowongla” near Gulgong, in central west NSW. Fortunately, the husband of my niece has an 
interest in family history and was able to track down the remnants of the property and the graveyard 
containing the graves of Richard Hassall and his wife Emily.  

Probably due to a more 
benign climate and the 
vertical faces of the 
headstones, they are in quite 
good condition with clear 
inscriptions and in a typical 
but well-maintained country 
cemetery. 
 The same cannot be 
said for the Morrowongla 
homestead that is still 
standing in the Gulgong 
district. The basic structure 
of timber slab and iron roof 
is characteristic of the time. 
No doubt it explains why, as 
you drive around country 
Australia, you see many 
freestanding brick chimneys 

as all that is left of former homesteads. The dirt floor inside illustrates the limited facilities that our 
ancestors enjoyed and the hardships that they faced.  
 
These examples of our 
Hassall heritage show why 
it is important that we 
identify them now and find 
out how we can best 
preserve and record them. I 
would like us to use some 
time before and at next 
year’s reunion in thinking 
about what we can do to 
ensure that we do not lose 
these great examples of 
Hassall family and 
Australian heritage. 
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Projects  
 

Bibliography 
 

The Association maintains a bibliography of publications relevant to the family’s history. The 
following titles have been added to the Hassall Family Bibliography since the last Newsletter: 

Armstrong, Isabel, and Geoff Armstrong. John Armstrong: Colonial Schoolmaster Sydney and 
Cobbity from Original Diaries - 1839 to 1857. Sydney: Sunbird Publications, 1997. 

 
Armstrong was critical of Thomas Hassall’s managerial style. 

 
Camden: Farm and Village Life in Early New South Wales. Melbourne: Oxford University Press, 

1992. 
 

This book includes a map of the landholdings in early Camden, including Rowland’s 
Macquarie Grove. It refers to Samuel Hassall’s management of Rowland’s property. 
 

Cleverley, John F. The First Generation: School and Society in Early Australia. Sydney: Sydney 
University Press, 1971. 
 

Blair, Eline, and Isabel Pratten. The Marsden and Hassall Families; Ministering to Australia's 
Pioneers. 1973. 
 
A 21-page manuscript by Mrs Eline Blair (1898-1986) and Miss Isabel Pratten (1895-
1983); Great-great-granddaughters of Rev Samuel Marsden, great-grand-daughters of 
Rev Thomas Hassall, grand-daughters of Rev James Hassall' – held at State Library of 
Queensland. 

 
Bradley, P. Convicted. Impact Press, 2018. https://books.google.com.au/books?id=lrtLDwAAQBAJ. 
 
Buscombe, Eve. "Artists and Their Sitters a Colonial Portrait:  A Guide to the Portrait Painters of 

New South Wales and Van Diemen's Land 1820 1850." MA, Australian National University, 
1970. 

 
This thesis, with appendices, 579 pages in length, identifies portraits of Ann Hassall 
(nee Marsden), Elizabeth Hassall (nee Hancox), and Samuel Marsden. It is 
downloadable at https://openresearch-repository.anu.edu.au/handle/1885/117156  

 
Casey & Lowe Archaeology & Heritage. Archaeological Investigation 109-113 George Street 

Parramatta. Marrickville, N.S.W.: Casey & Lowe Archaeology & Heritage, 2006.  
 

This is an archaeological report on 78 years of occupation (1804-1882) of 109-113 
George Street Parramatta. This was the house built by Rowland and Elizabeth and 
occupied by them until Elizabeth’s passing in 1934. It remained in the family’s 
possession until sold in 1882.  The report and appendixes amount to 355 pages. It 
provides a detailed description of the leases, buildings, and activities at this site, to the 
extent that these are visible in historical records and archaeological evidence.  
 
Available online at https://www.caseyandlowe.com.au/portfolio_page/109-113-george-
street/.  

 

https://openresearch-repository.anu.edu.au/handle/1885/117156
https://www.caseyandlowe.com.au/portfolio_page/109-113-george-street/
https://www.caseyandlowe.com.au/portfolio_page/109-113-george-street/
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Connor, John Stephen. "Armed Conflict between Aborigines and British Armed Forces in Southeast 
Australia, 1788-1831." M.A. (Hons), University of New South Wales, 1999. 

 
Quotes from correspondence by Samuel Hassall and Rowland Hassall. 

De Réland, Elizabeth. Our Church: Valuing the Past, Claiming the Present, Seeking a Future: An 
Historical Sketch of Leigh Memorial Church, Parramatta in it's 125th Anniversary Year: 
1885-2010 and of the Westmead and Fijian Congregations of Parramatta Mission. 
Parramatta, N.S.W.: Parramatta Mission, 2010. 

 
This interesting work notes the role Mary Lawry (Nee Hassall) played in the 
establishment of a chapel in Macquarie Street, Parramatta, opened in 1821.  
 

de Réland, Elizabeth Margaret. "Holiness and Hard Work: A History of Parramatta Mission, 1815− 
2015." PhD, Charles Sturt University, 2018. 

 
Davis, Russell Earls. Bligh in Australia: A New Appraisal of William Bligh and the Rum Rebellion. 

Warriewood, N.S.W: Woodslane Press, 2010. 
 

As to the claims that the Colony was in a state so alarming that a military coup was 
necessary to restore law and order, Rowland Hassall, a prominent citizen who 
ministered to the Presbyterians and Methodists in the Colony and was responsible for 
building the first chapel for Dissenters in New South Wales and therefore deserves to be 
regarded as likely to be truthful, wrote to a friend, ‘I know not ten respectable citizens in 
the whole colony that knew anything of the business until it took place.’ His definition 
of ‘respectable citizens’ would clearly not have included the members of the Corps. (p 
129) 

Dermody, Kathleen Mary. "D'arcy Wentworth 1762-1827: A Second Chance." PhD, Australian 
National University, 1990. 

 
This thesis makes extensive use of the Hassall family papers to tell the story of freed 
convict D’arcy Wentworth – available at http://hdl.handle.net/1885/114504 

Dickey, Brian. The Australian Dictionary of Evangelical Biography. Sydney: Evangelical History 
Assoc., 1994. 

 
This dictionary published in 1994 and placed online in 2020 at 
https://sites.google.com/view/australian-dictionary-of-evang/home includes entries for 
Rowland Hassall, Thomas Hassall, Eliza Marsden Hassall (1834-1917), Ann Marsden 
(1794-1885), William Walker, Walter Lawry, William Shelley, and William Crook.   

 
Bowd, D. G. Macquarie Country: A History of the Hawkesbury. Sydney: Library of Australian 

History, 1994. 
 
Ellis, Malcolm Henry. John Macarthur. Sydney: Angus and Robertson, 1955. 
 

More research is required on Rowland Hassall’s relationship with John Macarthur. This 
biography of Macarthur draws on Rowland’s SLNSW papers regarding the “rum 
rebellion” in NSW in 1808. 

  
Evans, Tanya. "The Use of Memory and Material Culture in the History of the Family in Colonial 

Australia." Journal of Australian studies 36, no. 2 (2012): 207-28. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/14443058.2012.678584. 

 

http://hdl.handle.net/1885/114504
https://sites.google.com/view/australian-dictionary-of-evang/home
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“The [Marsden] family was renowned for being hoarders both of their writing and their 
possessions. Eliza Marsden Hassall, seventh child of Thomas and Ann, never married but 
worked as a philanthropist and missionary, took an intense interest and part in the lives of her 
siblings and their children, as well as the families who lived on the Hassall estate while also being 
the primary carer for her invalid (and increasingly difficult) mother until her death in 1885. She 
was passionately interested in the preservation of her family’s history and was responsible 
for keeping many of the documents and objects belonging to them that exist today. The 
dresses and habit shirt were donated to the Royal Australian Historical Society from the estate of 
Eliza Hassall in 1919. A miniature of Elizabeth Marsden was passed on to them from 
Elizabeth Betts (daughter of John Betts and Mary Marsden). Many of the notes which have 
been used to detail the provenance of the costumes appear to be written in Eliza Hassall’s 
handwriting.” (pp 218-219) 

 
Flynn, Michael. Settlers and Seditionists: The People of the Convict Ship Surprize 1794. Sydney: 

Angela Lind, 1994. 
 

Includes a summary of the life of Huon de Kerrilleau. 
 
Fry, Kenneth Lionel. "Class Formation in a Pastoral Society: Bathurst, 1818-1848." PhD, Australian 

National University, 1988. 
 

This thesis describes early European settlement in Bathurst, including fatal conflict with 
its indigenous landowners. Available online at http://hdl.handle.net/1885/126444 

 
Gapps, Stephen. The Sydney Wars: Conflict in the Early Colony 1788-1817. Sydney: NewSouth 

Publishing, 2018. 
 

Relies on James Hassall’s 1902 work In Old Australia to recount Samuel Hassall’s 
experience of clashes between aboriginals and settlers at Cowpastures in 1816. Gapps 
then comments: 
 
“Hassall’s description of the battle at Razorback has largely been ignored by historians 
or treated as a farcical example of settler retaliation. It is, however, an accurate and 
graphic account of an Aboriginal victory in the rare moment of an open battle. While 
the colonists’ force was cobbled together and poorly armed, this shows the desperation 
involved. It was also a sanctioned defensive militia led by a magistrate and formed 
around a nucleus of soldiers and constables, rather than just a ‘posse’ of armed settlers. 

The warrior’s’ tactics were sound, showing discipline and planning. When 
fighting on terrain of their choice, with stockpiled weapons, they could defeat 
Europeans with firearms. ‘Dancing’ to attract fire and ‘dropping down’ to avoid it was 
not just about evading musket balls but about encouraging the militia to waste their fire 
and inviting them to advance into the range of spears and stones. 

Hassall’s desperate narrative, written in haste and while gripped by the tension 
of warfare, is among the few reliable, detailed first-hand accounts of such an 
engagement in the Sydney wars. The Hassalls were a religious family, and Samuel’s 
accounts are full of faith in providence and confidence that the situation would end 
well. But he also finished one hasty dispatch about the situation at Macquarie Grove by 
merely requesting ‘everyday clothing’ and more gunpowder.” 

 
Gemmell-Smith, Phillipa. "Mountain Beings: Relationships with Land in the Oberon District, 1800-

1900." PhD, University of Technology, Sydney, 2018. 
 

http://hdl.handle.net/1885/126444
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This thesis makes use of the Colonial Secretary’s papers, in addition to other resources, 
and includes detailed information about the family’s land grants and related activities at 
Oberon. 

 
Greaves, Bernard. The Story of Bathurst. Sydney: Angus & Robertson, 1976. 
 

References to Rowland, Samuel and Thomas Hassall 
 
Groccott, Allan M. Convicts, Clergymen and Churches. Attitudes of Convicts and Ex-Convicts 

Towards the Churches and Clergy in New South Wales. Sydney: Sydney University Press, 
1980. 

 
Hassall, William Walter. "Aboriginal Notes." Science of Man and Journal of the Royal 

Anthropological Society of Australasia 4, no. 7 (1901): 116. 
 

W.W. Hassall (1848-1916), son of James and Catherine Hassall, was an honorary 
corresponding member of the Royal Anthropological Society of Australasia. The 
publication Science of Man, which is available on Trove, mentions W.W. Hassall 25 
times between 1898 and 1901. The short item listed above reports on Aboriginal 
artifacts found while ploughing his farm near Nimmitabel, N.S.W. 

 
Hassall, Richard N., ed. The Hassall Family Mt Ubi, Kenilworth 1896-1996: Family Recollections 

Celebrating the Centenary of the Arrival at Mt Ubi, Kenilworth in 1896 of James Cusack and 
Frances Percy (Faris) Hassall. Nambour, 1996. 

 
Hassall, Thomas. Report on the Aborigines Especially in Bathurst. 1902. 
 

Contents include: P.1351f; Intrusion of whites on Aboriginal land and the corruption of 
the Aborigines by contact with whites; p.1352-5; Plans for the civilization of the 
Aborigines; p.1355-7; Settlement at Bathurst – held at the State Library of New South 
Wales 

 
Hassall, W. W. Overland to Port Darwin in 1872, with Which Is Included Hassall Family History in 

Australia : Leaves from the Diary of Pioneer Overlander. University of Sydney. 
 
Heney, H. Australia's Founding Mothers. Nelson, 1978.  
 

Google books doesn’t provide a preview of the book, but the index shows references to 
Marsden Hassall, and Rowland, Elizabeth, Samuel and Thomas Hassall. Available at 
https://books.google.com.au/books?id=OVnaAAAAMAAJ. 

 
Howlett, Lorna. The Throsbys of Throsby Park. Sydney: Lorna Howlett, 1991. 
 
Huntley, Hamilton Douglas. Some Australian Pioneer Families. Their Genealogy and History, Vol. 1. 

Ryde, N.S.W., 1978. 
 
James, Drummond, and J. B.  Marsden. Life and Work of Samuel Marsden. Christchurch, N.Z.: 

Whitcombe and Tombs, 1913. 
 
Jervis, J. A History of the Berrima District, 1798-1961. Berrima County Council, 1962. 
 

Available at: https://books.google.com.au/books?id=VYgrAAAAIAAJ. 
 

https://books.google.com.au/books?id=OVnaAAAAMAAJ
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Johns, Leanne. "The First Female Shareholders of the Bank of New South Wales: Examination of 
Shareholdings in Australia's First Bank, 1817-1824." Accounting, Business & Financial 
History 16, no. 2 (2006): 293-314. 

 
Discloses the fact that Elizabeth Hassall was amongst the first female shareholders of 
the bank. 

 
Johnstone, S. M. Samuel Marsden, a Pioneer of Civilization of the South Seas. Sydney: Angus & 

Robertson, 1932. 
 
Karskens, G. The Colony: A History of Early Sydney. Allen & Unwin, 2010.  
 

Available at: https://books.google.com.au/books?id=fEH0okroLiUC. 
 
King, CJ. "The Commencement of Settlement." Review of Marketing and Agricultural Economics 25, 

no. 430-2016-31259 (1957): 12-44. 
 

This essay on the introduction of livestock beyond the Blue Mountains to the Bathurst 
area refers to Rowland Hassall and other famers. 
 

Lake, Meredith. The Bible in Australia a Cultural History. 2018. 
 

This book includes just a brief reference to Rowland and Elizabeth, based on Rowland’s 
report of their attendance at a church service held in August 1801 to mark the 
establishment of Sydney’s first orphanage.  

 
Lay, Patricia. "One and All: The Cornish in Nineteenth Century New South Wales." MA, Australian 

National University, 1992.  
 

This thesis traces relations between the Hassall family and migrants from Cornwall. It 
can be downloaded from http://hdl.handle.net/1885/113877 

 
Macintosh, Neil K. Richard Johnson. Chaplain to the Colony of New South Wales. Sydney: Library of 

Australian History, 1978. 
 
Anna Josepha King, Harriet (Lethbridge) King, Elizabeth Marsden, Ann (Marsden) Hassall Marsden, 

Samuel, Marsden Elizabeth, and Marsden Anne. Some Private Correspondence of the Rev. 
Samuel Marsden and Family, 1794-1824. Australian Historical Monographs. Dubbo, N.S.W.: 
Review Publications, 1976. 

 
This is a collection of 33 letters written by Samuel, Elizabeth and Anne Marsden in the 
possession of Miss Stokes, of London. They were first printed in Sydney in 1942, then 
reproduced as volume 4 in the Australian Historical Monographs series printed by 
George Mackaness. The letters refer to Rowland and to Thomas – although footnote 26 
refers to Rowland as “Rev. Robert Hassall, assistant to Marsden at Parramatta”! 

 
Macquarie, L., Library of Australian History, and Library Council of New South Wales. Lachlan 

Macquarie, Governor of New South Wales: Journals of His Tours in New South Wales and 
Van Diemen's Land, 1810-1822. Library of Australian History, 1956.  

 
Available at: https://books.google.com.au/books?id=FhAOAQAAMAAJ. 

 
Marsden, John Buxton. Memoirs of the Life and Labours of the Rev. Samuel Marsden of Parramatta. 

London: Religious Tract Society, 1858. 
 

http://hdl.handle.net/1885/113877
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Given Marsden’s close connection with both Rowland and Thomas Hassall – Rowland 
as some-time manager of his business affairs and Thomas as his son-in-law – it is 
surprising to find that the editor of Marsden’s “memoirs” refers to each of them just 
once. 
 

McLachlan, I. Place of Banishment: Port Macquarie 1818 to 1832. Hale & Iremonger, 1988.  
 

Available at: https://books.google.com.au/books?id=L0YbOQAACAAJ.  
 
Mowle, L.M. A Genealogical History of Pioneer Families of Australia. Sydney: Rigby, 1978. 
 
Murray, Robert White Kate Penrith Council. Dharug & Dungaree: The History of Penrith and St 

Marys to 1860. North Melbourne: Hargreen Publishing in conjunction with the Council of the 
City of Penrith, 1988. 

 
This book draws on James Hassall’s In Old Australia 

 
Mylrea, P.J. Camden District: A History to the 1840's. Camden Historical Society, 2002.  
 

Available at: https://books.google.com.au/books?id=_qAPAgAACAAJ.  
 
Newell, Jennifer Elizabeth. "Tahitians, Europeans and Ecological Exchange 1767-1827." PhD, 

Australian National University, 2005. 
 

This PhD is online at http://hdl.handle.net/1885/149769 
 
Nichols, Michael. "Antipodean Men: Constructing Ruling-Class Masculinity in Early Colonial New 

South Wales, 1800-1850." M.A., Macquarie University, 2016.  
 

Available at: https://dx.doi.org/10.25949/19427495.v1.  
 
Norman-Hill, Rosemary. "Reclaiming Darug History: Revealing the Truths About Settlement on 

Darug Ngurra through the Lens of an Australian Aboriginal Historical Research 
Methodology." Doctor of Indigenous Philosophies, Southern Cross University, 2020. 

 
Notes Rowland Hassall’s participation on the committee that oversaw the Parramatta 
Native Institution 

 
Oakes, G.S., "Rowland Hassall. A Pioneer Colonist." Sydney Morning Herald, 4 February 1928. 
 

This article by Archdeacon George Spencer Oakes provides some family folklore about 
Rowland and Elizabeth’s origins in the colony, stating, for instance, that Rowland 
brought the first piano into the country. Oakes also explains how James Hassall 
received his first grant of land from the Governor. 

 
Oliver, Douglas. Ancient Tahitian Society. Honolulu: University of Hawai'i Press, 1974. 
 

This book includes a rare find: an excerpt of a letter from Rowland Hassall to LMS, 28 
January 1798, in the LMS Archives in the UK: 

About 7 o‘clock this morning … there came an old man up to me and I enquired where 
he was going. He told me for the priest … his Master’s granddaughter was now in 
labour, and that he was going for him to offer this Child to his god. I Requested the Old 
Man to call for me when the p. was come, accordingly in about half an Hour he came, 
and we went together toward the house. When we came within 100 yards of the house I 

https://books.google.com.au/books?id=L0YbOQAACAAJ
https://books.google.com.au/books?id=_qAPAgAACAAJ
http://hdl.handle.net/1885/149769
https://dx.doi.org/10.25949/19427495.v1
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saw the woman under a large BreadFruit tree in the midst of the long grass in greate 
pains without help, and in the open air, you must needs think, that I was Much affected 
at the sight. I requested that she might be taken into the house, to which they repleyed 
that their costoms would not admit it, the house being sacred and if the woman was to 
go in before the expiration of ten days the House must be Burnt down. After the Child 
was Born I went towards her and found the Child lieing in the grass, with a cut all 
across the Cheek, But a fine boy. I asked them to take him into the house and wash him 
&c. But they answered, the Child is unclain and will be till it be given to the god twice, 
after it might go in the house and not till then, upon which they brought the child to the 
P. [at the marae] 

Onslow, Sibella Macarthur, ed. Some Early Records of the Macarthurs of Camden. Sydney: Angus & 
Robertson, 1914. 

 
Available online at https://gutenberg.net.au/ebooks13/1302011h.html  

 
Centre, Parramatta Heritage. Pioneers, Family & Historical Society's. Local Studies Research Series. 

Parramatta, n.d. 
 

We have to ignore the title’s misplaced apostrophe – how did they let that happen? 
Anyway, this 9-page booklet includes in its section “Family related books including 
histories, genealogies, letter books and journals” the item “HASSALL FAMILY (See 
Vertical File)” – so there must be at least a small item awaiting discovery there.   

 
Pettett, David. "Samuel Marsden, Blinkered Visionary: A Re-Examination of His Character and 

Circumstances through the Study of His Sermons." PhD, Macquarie University, 2016. 
 
Philpott, Spencer G. The Hassall- Walker Connection. Fishing Point N.S.W.: S.G. Philpott., 1982. 
 
Pitt, Nicholas. "Clay and 'Civilisation' - Imperial Ideas and Colonial Industry in Sydney, 1788-1823." 

History Australia 16, no. 2 (2019): 375-98.  
 

This article examines pottery made in Sydney by early European settlers. The yard of 
Elizabeth Hassall in Parramatta was one of the excavation sites reported on. Available 
at: https://doi.org/10.1080/14490854.2019.1588749. 
 

Pollon, Frances. Parramatta, the Cradle City of Australia: Its History from 1788. Parramatta: The 
Council of the City of Parramatta, 1983. 

 
Read, Stuart, Stuart Reid, Colleen Morris, and John Hawker. "Correspondence on Colonial Plants." 

Australian Garden History 16, no. 4 (2005): 18-20.  
 
“Pomegranates were seductive and especially redolent of Australia's earliest gardens. 
The lovely double-flowered pomegranate we saw at the Lewers Bequest Garden had 
many wondering at what it was. Thomas Scott, Archdeacon of NSW, was responsible 
for the introduction of this form in the Sydney Botanic Gardens in 1824.  

At St Paul's Church at Cobbitty the survival skills of an ancient Carob or St 
John's Bread, Ceratonia siliqua, its massive base sprouting the multiple trunks that tell 
of a radical pruning, is a favourite of mine. The Australian Agricultural Company 
introduced this species to Sydney in 1827 but I enjoy its association with Thomas 
Hassall, the galloping parson, so known because of the distances he covered each week. 
Hassall almost certainly planted this tree and another, which collapsed just over five 
years ago, in the garden at Denbigh, Hassall's nearby estate” (p20) available at: 
http://www.jstor.org/stable/44179471. 

https://gutenberg.net.au/ebooks13/1302011h.html
https://doi.org/10.1080/14490854.2019.1588749
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Reeson, Margaret. Currency Lass: The Moving Story of a Young Woman in the Convict Town of 

Sydney and the South Seas. Sutherland, N.S.W.; Tring: Albatross Books, 1988. 
 

This book tells the story of Rowland and Elizabeth’s daughter Mary, who married 
Walter Lawry.  

 
Roe, Michael. "Colonial Society in Embryo." Australian Historical Studies 7, no. 26 (1956): 149-59. 
 
Roxburgh, Rachel, and Douglass Baglin. Early Colonial Houses of New South Wales, Sydney: 

Lansdowne Press, 1974. 
 

Pages 99-107 devoted to description, photographs, and plans, of Thomas and Ann 
Hassall’s house “Denbigh” at Narellan, NSW. 

 
Rumsey, Herbert J., and A. W. Hassall. Correspondence About the Hassall Family. 1932. 
 

This folder of approx. 30 items (OCLC Number / Unique Identifier:865166759) is held at the 
University of Sydney Library.  

 
Sharp, Andrew. "Samuel Marsden’s Civility: The Transposition of Anglican Civil Authority to 

Australasia." In Law and Politics in British Colonial Thought, edited by Shaunnagh Dorsett 
and Ian Hunter, 129-48, 2010. 

 
Sharp, Andrew. The World, the Flesh & the Devil: The Life and Opinions of Samuel Marsden in 

England and the Antipodes, 1765-1838. Auckland, New Zealand: Auckland University Press, 
2016. 

 
Buckle up: this book has 777 pages of text and 149 pages of notes and index! Since 
Marsden’s daughter Ann married Rowland and Elizabeth’s son Thomas, and since 
Rowland looked after Marsden’s business affairs, this book has numerous references to 
the Hassall family. Get this book on inter-library loan and you’ll struggle to complete it 
before the book is due for return but try anyway! 

 
Sibree, James. A Register of Missionaries, Deputations, Etc. From 1796 to 1923. Westminster: 

London Missionary Society, 1923. 
 

This register available online at https://missiology.org.uk/pdf/e-
books/sibree_james/register-of-lms-missionaries_sibree.pdf lists Rowland Hassall 
together with 29 other missionaries registered with the LMS in 1796. 

 
Simmonds, Alecia Pru. "Cross-Cultural Friendship and Legal Pluralities in the Early Pacific Salt-Pork 

Trade." Journal of World History 28, no. 2 (2017): 219-48.   
 

Simmonds draws on Rowland Hassall’s SLNSW correspondence in describing the LMS 
missionaries’ willingness to trade with Pomare in Tahiti. More specifically, a 
willingness to trade salted pork for guns. 

 
Smee, C. J. The Pioneer Register: Containing Genealogical Details of Five Hundred Pioneers, Their 

Children & Grandchildren / Compiled, Edited & Published by C. J. Smee. Edited by J. 
Selkirk Provis, C. J. Pioneer register comprehensive index to the second edition Index Smee 
and Association. Dickson, A.C.T: Dr C J Smee, 1981. 

 

https://missiology.org.uk/pdf/e-books/sibree_james/register-of-lms-missionaries_sibree.pdf
https://missiology.org.uk/pdf/e-books/sibree_james/register-of-lms-missionaries_sibree.pdf
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Smee, C.J., J.S. Provis, and - Association. The 1788-1820 Association's Pioneer Register: Containing 
Genealogical Details of Five Hundred Pioneers, Their Children & Grandchildren. Griffin 
Press, 1981.  

 
Available at: https://books.google.com.au/books?id=-y7tAQAACAAJ.  

 
Smith, Geoff. "History of Anglican Church, Bathurst and Parish of Rockley." Newsletter of the 

Bathurst District Historical Society 49 (1998). 
 

“The first sermon preached at Bathurst was by Rowland Hassall, a former missionary 
turned lay preacher who encompassed a “shandy” of religions.”  

 
Stapleton, Eugenie. Anna Josepha King, Harriet (Lethbridge) King, Elizabeth Marsden, Ann 

(Marsden) Hassall. St Marys NSW.: St Marys Historical Society, 1981. 
 
Steele, James. Early Days of Windsor, N.S. Wales. Facsimile Series (Library of Australian History); 

No. 3. North Sydney, N.S.W: Library of Australian History, 1977. 
 

Numerous references not only to family members but to many of their contemporaries. 
Available at: http://www.loc.gov/catdir/toc/fy0804/2008378735.html. 

 
Steven, Margaret J.E. "Robert Campbell, Colonial Merchant 1769-1846." PhD, Australian National 

University, 1962. 
 

Campbell was among Rowland Hassall’s commercial associates. The thesis is 
downloadable from http://hdl.handle.net/1885/15529 

 
Stocks, Robyn. "New Evidence for Local Manufacture of Artefacts at Parramatta, 1790-1830." 

Australasian Historical Anthropology 26 (2008): 29-43. 
 

At Parramatta Rev. [sic] Hassall’s store on High (George) Street (adjacent to the RTA 
site) was established in 1803 and thought to have closed by the time of his death in 
1820. He had many goods for sale, including tobacco, snuff boxes, wine, and various 
teas but it is uncertain how regular his supplies were. This establishment may have 
eased the cost of certain goods for many local residents but this was tempered by the 
continual lack of copper coinage (small change) in the colony…” (p30) 

Troy, Jakelin. Australian Aboriginal Contact with the English Language in New South Wales: 1788 to 
1845. Pacific Linguistics. Vol. B-103, Canberra: Department of Linguistics, Research School 
of Pacific Studies, Australian National University, 1990. 

 
This volume refers to the views of Rowland and Thomas on the education of 
Aboriginals. It can be downloaded from http://hdl.handle.net/1885/145644 
 

Troy, Jakelin Fleur. "Melaleuka: A History and Description of New South Wales Pidgin." PhD, 
Australian National University, 1994. 

 
Thompson, Patrick D. "Dr. Bland in New South Wales." MA, Australian National University. 
 

This thesis draws on Hassall Family papers to tell the story of William Bland, ex-Royal Navy 
Surgeon and convict. Available online at http://hdl.handle.net/1885/113398 

 
Wannan, Bill. Early Colonial Scandals: The Turbulent Times of Samuel Marsden. Melbourne: 

Lansdowne, 1972. 
 

https://books.google.com.au/books?id=-y7tAQAACAAJ
http://www.loc.gov/catdir/toc/fy0804/2008378735.html
http://hdl.handle.net/1885/15529
http://hdl.handle.net/1885/145644
http://hdl.handle.net/1885/113398
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This book lacks an index so the extent of coverage of family members is not 
immediately clear. However, Wannan does refer to Rowland Hassall’s observations 
about Tahiti in his chapter “Gun runners of the Lord”. 

 
Ward, Winifred. "Eliza Hassall." In 200 Australia Women: A Redress Anthology, edited by Heather 

Radi, 30-31. Broadway: Women's Redress Press, 1988. 
 
Willis, I. (2016). "'Just like England', a colonial settler landscape." ISAA review 15(2): 5-18. 
 
 Early European settlers were the key actors in a place-making exercise that constructed 

an English-style landscape aesthetic on the colonial stage in the Cowpastures district of 
New South Wales. The aesthetic became part of the settler colonial project and the 
settlers' aim of taking possession of territory involving the construction of a cultural 
ideal from familiar elements of home in the 'Old Country'. The new continent, and 
particularly the bush, had the elements of the Gothic with its grotesque and the 
demonic, and the landscape aesthetic was one attempt to counter these forces. Settlers 
used the aesthetic to assist the creation of a new narrative on an apparently blank slate 
and in the process dispossessed and displaced the Indigenous occupants. The new 
colonial landscape was characterised by English place-names, English farming methods 
and English settlement patterns, with only cursory acknowledgement of Indigenous 
occupation.  

 
This article refers to Thomas Hassall's residence Denbigh and Rowland Hassall's 
Macquarie Grove. 

 
Yarwood, A.T. "The Missionary Marsden an Australian View." New Zealand Journal History 4, no. 1 

(1970): 20-33. 
 

The paper focuses on Marsden but refers to the Thomas Hassall and makes use of the 
SLNSW papers. 

 
Yarwood, A. T. Samuel Marsden: The Great Survivor. Carlton, Vic: Melbourne University Press, 

1977. 
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Transcription  
 
We continue to make progress with transcription of the Hassall family papers held at the State Library 
of New South Wales. This project can be viewed at https://fromthepage.com/statelibrarynsw/hassall-
family-papers-1793-2000. 1,322 pages have been transcribed, with 5,927 pages yet to complete. A 
sample of pages set out below shows that in a few instances these pages have been printed elsewhere, 
while in other instances they appear to be mis-catalogued in some way, or else remain uncatalogued.  

 

1797 October 31  Joseph Hardcastle and Thomas Haweis to missionaries at Tahiti (mis-
catalogued as 3 October 1797).  A 859/pp.1-6 

This letter is online in The Evangelical Magazine (Vol V) 1797, pages 510-
512 

1799 September 3 Joseph Hardcastle, Thomas Haweis & John Eyre to Missionaries at Port 
Jackson A 859/pp.9-16 (catalogued as A 859/p.16) 

1799 September 3  Matthew Wilks to Mary Cover A 859/p.17-20 (Catalogued as A 859/p.17) 

Excerpts used in Richard Landsdowne, Strangers in the South Seas: The Idea 
of the Pacific in Western Thought: an Anthology (2006) available on Google 
books.  

1799 October 21  John Eyre and Joseph Hardcastle (LMS) to Missionaries at Port Jackson – A 
859/pp21-29 – NOT IN CATALOGUE 

1800 March 6  Thomas and Catherine Hancox to Rowland, A 859/pp.33-36 –
INDECIPHERABLE 

1800 December 09  George Burder to Rowland Hassall A 859/pp.37-39 

1801 February 05  William Smith to Rowland Hassall, A 859/p.41 

1801 February 23  William Smith to Rowland Hassall, A 859/pp.42-3 NOT IN CATALOGUE 

1801 August 12  John Davies to Rowland Hassall A 859/pp.45-47 

1801 August 15  William walker to Rowland Hassall 859/pp.51-52 NOT IN CATALOGUE 

1801 November 09  William Roby to missionaries in Bengal John Edmond A 859/pp.53-55 

1801 (undated)   Unsigned memorandum concerning arbitration between Admiral Bligh, and R 
Campbell, and R Campbell's credit for Â£21.7.4   A 859/p.57  

1801 November   receipt for supplies to missionaries NOT IN CATALOGUE (is this in the 
wrong date order?) [MS 58] 

1801 January 13  Hynes, -- (Ship --) to Rowland Hassall, A 859/pp.59-60 (presumed to be 
mistake in original - should be 1802) 

1802 January 09  William Henry to Rowland Hassall, A 859/pp.61-64 

1802 January 07  Jas Cooper to Rowland Hassall A 859/pp.65-68 

concerning missionaries experiences in the Friendly and Tonga Islands, wars 
among Islanders and murder of Europeans, and his reception in England by 
the L.M.S. which was not very pleasing. 

https://fromthepage.com/statelibrarynsw/hassall-family-papers-1793-2000
https://fromthepage.com/statelibrarynsw/hassall-family-papers-1793-2000
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1802 July 30   William Smith to Rowland Hassall A 859/pp.69-71 NOT IN CATALOGUE 

1802 August 10   William Shelley (the elder) to Rowland Hassall, A 859/pp.73-75 

Catalogued as 16th - concerning amounts due to him, and to be accounted for 
by S. Lord; and the watch in Captain Bishop's care to be repaired, and axes to 
be repaired; parrot skins required; security through H.M. Porpoise at Tahiti. 

1802 (august)  John Davies to Rowland Hassall A 859/p.76b NOT IN CATALOGUE and 
first page missing 

1802 October 30  Rowland Hassall to John Davies A 859/pp.77,79 

1802 October  Particulars of sundry Articles shipped on board the Cato, Capt John Park. - 
bound to Port Jackson - A 859/p.80 

1802 November 06  Rowland Hassall to William Shelley A 859/pp.81-82 Catalogued as A 
859/p.83 

1802 November 17  Rowland Hassall to William Shelley A 859/pp.85-87  

1803 February 02   John Davies to Rowland Hassall A 859/pp.89-91 Catalogued as A 859/p.89 

1803 February 03  J Evans to Rowland Hassall A 859/pp.111-113 Catalogued as Hassall, 
Thomas (not the Reverend Thomas) A 859/p.111 

1803 February 05  Thomas and Elizabeth Hancox to Rowland and Elizabeth Hassall A 
859/pp.93-95 

1803 February 07  Henry Bicknell to Rowland Hassall. A 859/pp.96a-96d 

1803 February 05  Burder, George. Letter to Rowland Hassall. A 859/p.97 Catalogued as  
London Missionary Society  

 
1803 March 20 Joseph Hardcastle to Rowland Hassall A 859/pp101-102 Catalogued as 

Hassall, Rowland 
 
1803     List of goods on board the Alexander 

1803 September 12 George Burder to Rowland Hassall A 859/pp. 115-116 
incorrectly catalogued as 12 September 1805 A 859/pp.115-116 

1803 November 18  Henry Nott to Rowland Hassall, A 859/pp.107, 109 Catalogued as 
November 12 

1804 June 19 Valuation of goods belonging to the London Missionary Society (not in 
catalogue) 

1804 August 15h James Hassall (father) to Rowland Hassall)  

1804 August 16 James Hassall (brother) to Rowland 

1804 September 20 J. Evans to Rowland Hassall A 859/pp.129-131 

1804 September 24  Joseph Hardcastle and George Burder letter to Rowland Hassall A 859/p.135 
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“Family Line” coordinators Representative 

1.  Thomas Hassall & Anne Marsden 
2.  Samuel Hassall & Lucy Mileham 
3.  Jonathan Hassall & Mary Rouse 
4.  Mary Hassall & Rev Walter Lawry 
5. James Hassall & Catherine Lloyd 
6.  Eliza Hassall & Rev William Walker 
7.  Susannah Hassall & William Shelley Jr 
8. Ann Hassall & Robert Campbell  

1. Alison Shaw alison.shaw@optusnet.com.au 
2. Melissa Blanks AustraliaisHSH3@outlook.com , 

James Daniel jmtdaniel10@gmail.com, and Cathy 
Cohen catherinecohen@bigpond.com  

3. John Brooks brooksjno@gmail.com 
4. Barbara Scott bmsbarb@icloud.com 
5. Rowland J Hassall rowlandjhassall@gmail.com 
6. Jennifer Walton-Smith 

jennywaltonsmith@icloud.com 
7. Anne Dudzinski annedudzinski@optusnet.com.au  
8. Ann Brockhurst  brockhurst1@live.com.au  

 

 
The Hassall Family History Association fosters and disseminates research on the life 
and heritage of Rowland and Elizabeth Hassall and other members of the Hassall 
family and encourages historical research on other early settler families - particularly 
those with whom the Hassalls are related or with whom they share historic experience 
in early Australia. Membership is open to all. Donations are welcome to cover the 
group’s activities. Newsletters are published three time each year (approximately 
February, June, and November) and are distributed with the assistance of the Thomas 
Hassall Anglican College. 
 

Life Members: Sally Anderson, David N.H. Hassall, Gavin Hassall, Graham Hassall, 
Huon and Fran Hassall, Frank and Rosemary Hassall, Jonathan Guy Hassall, Roland 
Hassall, Ian and Susie McIntosh, Jane Miura, Jean Stewart, Joyce Warn, and Robert 
Wiles.  

Committee 
Graham Hassall (chairperson) 

email: ghgcoast@gmail.com; mobile 0409 711 773; post: 17 Scenic 
Avenue, Benowa, Qld. 4217. 

Alison Shaw (secretary)  
email: alison.shaw@optusnet.com.au; mobile 0431 227 777; post: 33 
Brucedale Avenue, Epping.  NSW  2121. 

John Brooks (treasurer) 
email: brooksjno@gmail.com: mobile 0408 687 954; post: Unit 106/149 
Pyrmont Street, Pyrmont. NSW 2009. 

Melissa Blanks (member)  
melissajb3@outlook.com.au 

Rowland Hassall (member)  
rowlandjhassall@gmail.com  

Katrina shirref (member) 
shirrefskatrina@gmail.com 
 

Please notify the secretary of changes to your contact details. 
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